
The opportunity to obtain video-evidence of passing seabirds opens up a whole new world
of opportunity in terms of advancing our understanding of some of the ilickier seabird
identification problems. For example, I would be much less inclined now to place
emphasis on the width verses lengh of the white rump as a difference between Leach's
and Madeiran than I believed to be the case l0 years ago!"

Killian is certainly right on a number of points. Birding technology has moved on and it is

very fortuitous that this educational bird was recorded on film. Without this footage
perhaps a more confident claim would be staked but now we are able to review footage
and analyse detail like never before.

The rump can be scrutinised and fits neither species well, while a couple of grabs hint at
a slightly deeper notch to the tail than you would like to see on a Madeiran Petrel.

However, flight action, plumage colouration and otherfeatures point towards Madeiran and
away from the more likely Leach's Petrel solution.

Should it be accepted? Personally at this stage, I doubt it but I do feel that this bird does
raise a number of issues regarding rare seabirds:

I Variation and an open-mind in relation to commoner species is always a prerequisite

2 Awareness of the possible occurrence of rare seabirds, and the potential for these to
reach Scottish waters not to be discounted out of hand - 'Soft-plumaged Petrel,

Ascension Frigatebird, White-faced Petrel, Wilson's Petrel and Swinhoe's Petrel are all
now on the Scottish list

3 Field notes, however good, are always going to struggle to pass a modern rarities
committee, even if a bird sighting is a multi-observer record

Forfurtherdiscussion on this latterpoint, lwould direct readersto an article inBritish Birds
in the April 2002 issue (BB 95: 

,l56-165) 
about a claimed Herald Petrel off Dungeness

in Kent. A pertinent and somewhat poignant line in this article is certainly worth repeating:

"Despite concerns over documentation, records such as the one described here should not
be lost even if they are currently unacceptable. They will help us to establish a picture of
changing distribution and occurrence patterns, and, in years to come, may be reviewed
and accepted in the light of new information. This has recently happened with 'soft-
plumaged petrels'...."
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